
Digital Pre-Texts for 4th Graders 
When: April 2020 
Where: Buenos Aires, Argentina 
 

 
Text: Perdido en la selva (Lost in the Forest)  

Author: Ricardo Mariño 
 
Pilot, April 2020 in Buenos Aires, with ten 4th grade girls and boys and one mother  
Coordinated by Tálata Rodríguez  
 
Preparation: 

● Families of classmates receive a WhatsApp invitation for the 4th graders to participate in 
an interactive workshop that turns homework into fun.  

○ The activity is Pre-Texts, a series of arts projects that interpret the reading 
material that a teacher has assigned. The activities are coordinated through a 
Whatsapp group.  

○ They begin with a session of making a cardboard book based on the reading 
material. And they continue with activities that the children propose. 

● After accepting the invitation, families get a message to prepare for the workshop: 
○ Identify a volunteer who wants to read the text aloud for a Whatsapp recording 
○ Collect materials for making books (cardboard or blank sheet of paper, colored 

paper, markers, colored pencils, glue, and any other recycled stuff). 
○ Agree on a day and time for the workshop, probably the next day.  

 
Workshop #1:  
“La cartonera” (Recycle material and words, total time, 60-90 minutes) 

● After warm up games with families and/or classmates, the facilitator assigns “buddies” 
who will remind their respective partners to participate, to send contributions, etc. 

● Arrange the materials on a work table. 
● Retrieve the audio message or messages from WhatsApp to hear the reading of the full 

text to be studied.  
○ As you listen to the recording(s), work on your book cover. (20-40 minutes) 

● Ask through WhatsApp if we need more time to listen and make covers. With Digital 
Pre-Texts children can spend more time than in class.  

○ Decide how extra many minutes before we circulate photos of the book covers. 
● Send photos of the finished books by WhatsApp. (10 minutes) 
● See all the photos. 





 
 

 
● Ask the text a question. The written text is available by attachment.  

○ On a shared google doc, each student writes an original question about what is 
missing in the text, why a character says or thinks something. These questions 
go beyond the information already given. (10 minutes) 

● Adopt a question. Students “lift” a question written by someone else, by deleting it from 
the shared document.  

○ Then they develop a response, or a speculation on paper or screen, even if they 
don’t know an answer. (This is a writing prompt.)  

○ And they return the question along with the response to the google doc.  
○ All read the responses on the doc. (10 minutes) 

● Reflect on “What did we do?” On the WhatsApp group, each student writes a response 
about the process of making and asking.  

○ Emoticons (up to 5) can be used in this writing exercise. (10-15 minutes) 
 
Workshop #2,  
Go off on a Tangent (about 40-50 minutes, after choosing a tangent)  

● Find an essay, poem, article, chapter, etc. (published writing) that has a connection with 
the text we read together. 

○ (Best if the hunt happens the day before) 
● Hang the tangent on a shared google doc, by link or cut and paste, etc. 
● Wander among the tangents to formulate a question about one or another. (20-30 

minutes) 
● Ask, after the facilitator prompts the group through WhatsApp.  

○ One student asks a question about a particular tangent; they are all ‘published’ 
anonymously.  

● Communicate. The person who brought it answers the question and says why the 
tangent is interesting and how it connects to our reading.  

○ Then he or she picks the next tangent. There is never enough time to explore all 
the tangents.  



○ We want to fan curiosity and the desire for more reading and discussion. 
● Reflect on “What did we do?”   

 
Workshop #3  
Students propose an activity (various iterations; about an hour)  

● Propose an art activity that uses the shared text (to sing, dance, sculpt, sew, cook, etc.). 
● Invite questions and recommendations in order to co-create the activity. 
● Realize the activity, setting a time limit. 
● Share results through WhatsApp. 
● Reflect on “What did we do?” 

 
Tálata: 

“It is possible to devise many strategies for distance learning. For example: videos using 
different tones and registers; written chronicles; counting and math in general through images 
(pictures). Things can be made at home that we then share by chats or that are broadcast live 
(classroom, zoom): meals, puppets, banners. We can use the most common digital media. The 
participants can certainly enrich these proposals with their input.” 

This requires stipulating time slots, basic implements, explaining methodologies for each 
activity, and then to follow up on their effects.   
 
 


